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The Synagogues of Greece in the forefront of interest in Greece, Israel and the US
Press Release - 16 September 2022

A new exhibition at the Recanati Center for the Heritage of Thessaloniki and Greece in Petah
Tikvah, Israel opened on Thursday 15 September, 2022. This exhibition highlights a growing interest in
the Greek Jewish heritage and the history and architecture of Greek synagogues. The exhibition presents
photographs and architectural reconstruction drawings of demolished synagogues, by architect Elias
Messinas, from his archive, and from the Jewish Museum of Greece photographic archive.

A series of new books on the synagogues of Greece by Messinas; a series of lectures and book
presentations and the recent restoration of synagogues in Greece by Messinas, are some of the new
developments that bring the synagogues of Greece in the forefront of interest in Greece, Israel and the
United States. They attract professional, public and tourist interest, drawing more people to explore the
Jewish sites of Greece.

The unique digital archive of the Synagogues of Greece, by Messinas, the first of its kind, is already
enriching the collections of Museums and Universities in Greece, Israel and the US.

A lecture-series took place since March 2022 in Athens, Thessaloniki, Xanthi, Kos, Aegina (Greece) and
Jerusalem (Israel). A new lectures-series and book presentations are scheduled for October 9-18, in
Thessaloniki, Kastoria, loannina, Veroia, Didimoticho, Komotini, Xanthi, organized by local
municipalities and museums, in Greece. Messinas will also address the re-dedication of the Yavanim
synagogue in Trikala, restored by architects Elias Messinas and Petros Koufopoulos- Marina
Mariantheos.

An online lecture-series by Messinas is taking place every Thursday in September 2022, organized by
the Sephardic Jewish Brotherhood (US). Messinas’ lecture at the Recanati Center for the Heritage
of Thessaloniki and Greece (Israel) on September 15, opened the exhibition on the synagogues of
Greece.

Yale-educated architect Dr. Elias V. Messinas, is documenting and researching the history and
architecture of the Greek synagogues, and their position in the Jewish quarters and the historic city
centers in Greece, for the past 30 years. He has published his work and has lectured widely, including at
Yale, Princeton, Jewish Museums and at Yad Vashem.

More information and contact at: https://ecoama.com/projects synagogues.htm
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O Xvvaywyég ¢ EAAaSag otV TpwTn ypapuun tov evita@épovtog oe EAAGSa, IopomA kot HITA
Ag)tio TVmoOUL - 16 Zemttepfpiov 2022

Mua véa ékBeon oto Recanati Center for the Heritage of Thessaloniki and Greece oto Petah Tikvah
Tov lopamA eykawiaotnke tnv [éumtn 15 ZentepBpiov 2022. H €kBeon vmoypappifel To aviavopevo evila@épov
yLlo TNV EAANVIKY EBpaAiKkn) KA POVOULA KAL TNV LOTOPIO KAL TNV APYLTEKTOVLIKY TV EAANVIK®OV cuvaywywv. H éxBeon
TAPOVOLATEL PWTOYPAPIEG KAl OXESLX APYLTEKTOVIKNG AVATIAPACTOOT KATESAPIOUEVWY CUVAYWY®VY, TOU
apyrtéktova HAla Meooiva, and to apxelo Tou kal amd to @wrtoypapkd apyeio touv EBpaikov Movoeiov
EAAaSoc.

Mua oelpd véwv BBAiwv yia Tig suvaywyEg tnG EAAadag amd tov HAla Meooiva. pia oetpd Stadégewv
Kal Tapovotacewv BIRAlwY Kal 1 TPOGEATH ATOKATAGTAON cuvaywywv otnv EAAaSa amd tov HAla Meoaiva,
elval peplkeg amd TiG véeg efedielg mov @Eépvouv TIG ouvaywyés g EAAGSag oty mp®IN ypapun tovu
ev8lapépovtos otnv EAAGSa, to Iopan kat tig Hvwpéveg MoAtteies. Mpooedkbouv emayyeApatikd, koo Kot
TOUPLOTIKO eVSLA@PEPOV, TIPOCEAKVOVTOG TIEPLEGOTEPOUS avBpWTIOUG va eEepeuviicouy TI§ efpaikég TomtoBeoies
otnv EAAada.

To povadikd Pneuako apysio twv Tvvaywywv ¢ EAAG8ag, tov HAia Meooiva, To TpdTo oto €idog
oV, epTAOLTIZEL 1161 TIG GUAAOYEG Movoeiwv kat MTavemiotnpiov og EAAGSa, IopanA kat HITA.

M oelpd StadéEewv mpaypatomomiOnke and tov Maptio 2022 oe ABriva, Oecoadovikn, Zavon, Ko kot
Alywa (EAXAG8a) kot Iepovoatip (Iopamd). Néeg Staréteis kat mapovaidoels BLBAlwY £x0VV TTPOYPAUUATIOTEL YIX
71§ 9-18 OkTwPpiov, oc Oscoadovikn, Kactopld, Imavviva, Bépowa, Aldupnoteryo, Kopotnvn, Eaven, mov
Slopyavwvovtat amd toug SNuovs, povoeia kot tomikoUs @opeic. O HAlag Meooivag Ba pdnoet emiong ota
gykaivia ¢ cvvaywyns Mapavip ota Tpikaia, Tov avactnAodnke and toug apyitéktoves HAla Meooiva
kot [Tétpo Kovdmovro-Mapiva MapiavOeog.

Mux Stadiktvakt oelpd SLaréEewv and tov HAia Meooiva AdapBdvel xwpa kdBe Iéputtn tov Zemtépufpilo
2022, mov Sopyavavetal and to Sephardic Jewish Brotherhood (HITA). H 81éAg&n touv HAla Meooiva oto
Recanati Center for the Heritage of Thessaloniki and Greece (IopanA) otig 15 ZentepfBpiov, eykawviace v
éxBeom Yl TI§ cuvaywyég g EAAGSag.

Amto@oitog touv KoAdeyiouv ABnvmv, pe ttuyia kat épguva amd to Yale, to Technion, to EMIT kot T Bezalel,
o apyttektovag Ap. HAiag B. Meao{vag amoTuTtVEL KoL EPEVVA TNV LOTOPIX KAL TNV APXLTEKTOVIKT TWV EAANVIKWV
ouvaywywV Kal T 0£0m TouG oTIS BPATKEG CUVOLKIES KL 0T LOTOPLIKA KEVTPA TwV TTOAEWV otV EAAGSa £6w kot
30 xpovia. Exet npoctevoel To €pyo Tov Kat £xeL Swoel TOAAEG SlaAggeLs, petadh dAAwv oto Yale, oto Princeton,
oe EBpaikd Movoeia kat oto Yad Vashem.

[leplooOTepeg TANpOOPLES Kot eMKOWVWViX aTn StevBuvon: https://ecoama.com/projects synagogues.htm
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