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“THE SYNAGOGUE” by Elias V. Messinas
(Infognomon Editions, Athens, 2022)
20/10/22

The third round of presentations of the book "The Synagogue" (Infognomon Editions,
Athens, 2022) by the author architect-urban planner Dr. Elias Messinas has been
completed with great success. A book that presents the research as well as the human
stories behind the historic and scientific documentation.

Elias Messinas presented the book and his 30-year research on the architecture and
history of the synagogues in Greece and their relationship to the historic centers of
Greek cities. Among his most important documentations include the synagogues of
Xanthi, Komotini and the Jewish community center of Kavala that served as a
synagogue in post WWII, which were later demolished.

Lectures and book presentations about on the synagogues of Greece took place in
numerous cities in Northern Greece from Thessaloniki, Ioannina and Kastoria to
Veroia, Xanthi, Komotini and Didimoticho.

In Trikala Elias Messinas presented the restoration project of the historic Yavanim
Synagogue in Trikala during the three-day celebrations of the inauguration of the
renovated synagogue on October 14-16, 2022. Elias Messinas was the chief architect
coordinator of the project with architects Petros Koufopoulos, Marina Mariantheos,
engineer Konstantinos Evangellou and other partners. The event was addressed by
the Ambassador of Germany Dr. Ernst Reichel, the President of the Central Board of
Jewish Communities David Saltiel, the President of the Jewish Community of Trikala
[akovos Venouziou and the Mayor of Trikala Dimitris Papastergiou who emphasized
that "the city is restoring its history. This synagogue belongs to the city and is a part of
the history of Trikala".

In Thessaloniki, Elias Messinas spoke to students and faculty of the Department of
Architects of the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki about the synagogues of Greece
in general and Thessaloniki in particular, a city that prior to WWII and the Holocaust
had 59 synagogues scattered throughout the city. In addition, he emphasized that the
university is built on the site of the former Jewish cemetery, which was destroyed in
November 1942 during the German occupation. Elias Messinas, who was also the
architect of the restoration projects of the historic Monastirion synagogue, Yad
Lezikaron synagogue and the new wing of the Jewish Museum, together with KARD
Architects Dimitris Raidis and Alexandros Kouloukouris.

On the book "The Synagogue" and in the research by Elias Messina spoke the Mayor
of Veroia, Konstantinos Vorgiazidis, stating among others that "the synagogue of
Veroia is the oldest in Northern Greece and is a pole of attraction for many visitors every
year, which in collaboration with the vice-mayor of Tourism we seek to maximize it."
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In Xanthi, the event was hosted by the Department of Architecture of the University
of Thrace. The Department President architect Dimitris Polychronopoulos,
coordinated the event. The lecture triggered a discussion that raised issues of
preservation and restoration of historic buildings, questions about the strict or non-
faithful observance of tradition and the functional character of historic buildings and
finally about the sanctity of a space and how this is attributed to restoration projects.

In Komotini, on the front page of the "Observer of Thrace" newspaper, Jeni Katsari-
Vafiadis, philologist and editor of publications, who presented the book and
coordinated the event, stated that “[the book] records the history of the Jewish
communities that flourished in the respective cities, [the author] presenting his case-by-
case research process [...] his work notes, in parallel with his feelings, including the
narratives of interviewees in the context of cultural history, and, at the same time, he
tries through literature and fiction [...] to bring to life the American archaeologist Belle
Mazur, who studied the mosaic of the synagogue of Aegina and published her study of
ancient synagogues [...] in 1935, handing us her diary, diary-fiction of the author, about
a young girl who 'quietly changed history".”

The historian Vassilis Ritzaleos stated that "with a considerable delay the history of the
Jews of Greece begins to concern both the scientific community and the local societies”,
while the historian Efi Karapoulis stated that "[the monuments, like the synagogues]
for each city, are landmarks that make up its special character and make it special.”

In Didimoticho, the Mayor Romylos Hatzigianoglou, welcomed the event and said
that "Christians, Muslims and Jews lived harmoniously in our city [...] events such as
today's book presentation by Elias Messinas and Museum Day inspire the world for
unity, social cohesion and generate new ideas."

In Ioannina at the Cultural Center "D. Hatzis" the mayor Moisis Elisaf said among
others: "The excellent, original and unique book of our friend, with origins from
loannina, our beloved architect Elias Messinas "The Synagogue" is the fruit and
culmination of a continuous, unceasing, painstaking research and tireless effort to save
the historic memory of Greek Jewry [...] In a unique and clear way, using personal stories
and testimonies, that the author describes in his book.”

Elias Messinas is an architect and urban planner, graduate of Athens College, Bezalel
Academy and Yale School of Architecture, with a PhD and MSc in ‘Environment and
Development’ from the National Technical University of Athens, and a post-doctorate
from the Technion. His book "The Synagogue" is the author's tenth book and the fifth
on the subject of Greek synagogues. Messinas works with the Municipality of
Jerusalem on issues of urban planning and public participation and teaches
sustainable design at the Holon Institute of Technology and the University of Patras.
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Books by the author Elias Messinas for the synagogues of Greece:

"The Synagogue" (Greek)
Infognomon Editions, Athens, 2022
ISBN: 978-618-5590-21-5

"The Synagogues of Greece: A Study of Synagogues in Macedonia and Trace: With
Architectural Drawings of all Synagogues of Greece"

Foreword by Samuel D. Gruber

ISBN: 979-8-8069-0288-8 paperback / Second edition, 2022

Available through Amazon

"The Synagogue of Veroia"

Greek-English version

Foreword by Samuel D. Gruber

ISBN: 979-884-6836-06-8 / Second edition, 2022
Available through Amazon

"The Synagogues of Salonika and Veroia "
Gavrielidis Publications, Athens, 1997 / Out of circulation

Recent interviews of Elias Messinas:

Elias Messinas’ speech at the inauguration of the renovated Trikala synagogue: HERE
Radio Kan, Israel with Kobi Barkai: HERE

LIFO with Nikos Bakounakis: HERE

Radio ‘Observer of Thrace 94.0’ with Natasha Vafiadis: HERE

Archisearch with Vassilis Bartzokas: HERE

For more information and contact:

greeksynagogues@gmail.com


https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid035TXmM6eWZhQcwUsyQxtkog5qrj9VXi5T2w6G1uZU544xRqmWohoCSeYFCZbEqq6Ll&id=532957781&sfnsn=mo
https://www.kan.org.il/radio/item.aspx?pid=250294
https://www.lifo.gr/podcasts/vivlia-kai-suggrafeis/taxidi-stis-synagoges-tis-elladas?fbclid=IwAR0fC5yLfW9yWeAuaZVPi8Igg3-nNdySIQxUaKHiIU9eQBjXoLxpMqDQcNQ
https://soundcloud.com/radioparatiritis94fm/hlias-messinas14-04-2022
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6IFXmWPMsGiJ0EbcNtu7p0?si=IXLzoEX3Tp2v1oAMZgFjqg
mailto:greeksynagogues@gmail.com
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ISBN: 978-618-5590-21-5

«The Synagogues of Greece: A Study of Synagogues in Macedonia and Trace: With
Architectural Drawings of all Synagogues of Greece»
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2022 ,nmw nitnn / ISBN: 979-8-8069-0288-8
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«H Zuvaywyn ¢ Bépowag / The Synagogue of Veroia»
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«The Synagogues of Salonika and Veroia»
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H XYNAT'QI'H Ttov HAlx B. Meooiva
(Ex800cig Ivpoyvapwy, 2022)
19/10/22

Me peydAn emituxio OAOKANPOVETAL O TPLTOG KUKAOG TIAPOVGLAGEWV TOV
BBAlov «H Xuvvaywyn» (Ex8doeic Ivpoyvouwv, 2022) tov ovyypa@ia
apxLtéktova-mtodeodopov Ap HAla Meooiva. ‘Eva BifAio mov mapovoidlel tnv
Epeuva aAAG KoL TIG avOpWTILVEG LOTOPLEG TILOW ATIO TNV LOTOPLKI] KL ETLOTNHLOVLIKY
TeEKUNplwon.

0 HAlag Meooivag mapovciaoce to BifAio kat v 30-£11] €peuva TOL yla TNV
QPXLTEKTOVIKI Kal loTopia Twv cuvaywywv TG EAAGSog kat tng B€ong Toug ota
LOTOPLKA KEVTPA TWV TOAEWV. XTIG TILO OTIAVIEG ATTOTUTIWOELS TOV TiEpAapfdvovTal
Kal oL ouvaywy£ES 2avong, Kopotnvnig kat n efpaikn Acoxn KaBaAag mov Asttovpynoe
WG CLVAYWYT), TTOL APYOTEPA KATESAPIOTNKAV.

Awadegels  xat  BiAomapovoidoelg yla TG ouvvaywyés TG EAAGSog
Tpaypatomombnkav oe moAels TG Bopelov EAAadog amd tn Oecoadovikn, to
['dvveva kat v Kaotopla kat wg ™ Bépola, Zavon, Kopotnvn kat Aldupdtetyo. Zta
TpixaAda Tapovoiaoe To €pyo TNG AVAGTNA®WONG TG LOTOPLKNG CUVAYWYNG
Mapavip ota Tpikada 6To TPIIHEPO EKENADMOEWV EYKAVIWY TNG AVAKALVIOUEVNG
ouvvaywyns otig 14-16 Oktwpplov, ™g omoiag o HAlag Meoaivag 1 Tav o MIKEQAATG
APXLTEKTOVAG OUVTOVIOTHG TOou €pyou pe tov [létpo Kouv@odmouvdo, ™ Mapiva
MaplavBéwg, Tov Kwvotavtivo EvayyéAdov kot GAAOUG EKAEKTOVUG GCUVEPYATES.

Tnv ekdnAwon xapétnoe o IpéoPng g epuaviag Ap Epvot Paixed, o
[Ip6edpog touv KIZE Aavid XaAtiéd, o Ilpoedpog ¢ IopanAitikng Kowotntag
TpwaAwv lakwpog Bevouliov kat o Anpapyxog Tpikkaiwv Anuitpng Mamactepyiov
IOV TOVIOE OTL «N) TOAN amokaBiota TV totopia tn¢. H cuvaywyn avth aviker otnv
TTOAN KaL amoTEAEl Eva KouUaTL TG totopiag Twv TpikdAwv».

21t @eooadovikn o HAiag Meooivag piAnoe oto Tunpa ApXLTEKTOV®WVY TOV
AIl® yia t1§ ouvaywyég TG EAAASoG yevikoTepa Kal TG Oecoaiovikng el8kOTEPQ,
Wag moAng mov mpv to OAlokavtwpa oto Agutepo Iaykoouo IMoAepo eixe 59
ovvaywyes Staomapteg oe 0AOKANPM TNV TOAN. Omwg eival mAéov yvwotod TO
TIAVETILOTN L0 €lval XTIOUEVO OTO XWPO TOU TPWNV ERPAikOV VEKPOTAPELOV, TTOV
kataotpapnke to NoéuBplo 1942 kata v yeppavikn katoyni. O HAlag Meooivag
TIOU 1) TAV KL O OPYLTEKTOVAG TWV £PYWV AVACTIAWONG TNG LOTOPLKNG GUVAYWYTG
Movaotnpuwtwy, TG cuvaywyns F'avt Aefikapov kal g eméktaong Tov EBpaikon
Movoeiov, padi pe toug apxitéktoveg KARD Architects Anuntpn Paidn kat AAéEavSpo
KovAovkoUpn.

Avagépnkav oto BiBAlo «H Zuvaywyn» kat otnv épguva Tov HAla Meoaiva o
Afpapxos Béporag Kwvotavtivog Bopyalidng o omoiog avégepe 6TL «n ovvaywyn
¢ Bépoiag eivar n madaiotepn s Bopelov EAAdSo¢ kat amotedel moAo EAENG yia
TOAAOUC ETIOKETTEG ETNOLWS, KATL TTOU O€ oUVEPYaoia Ue TNV avtidnuapyia Tovpiouov
EMOLWKOVUE VA TO UEYIOTOTIOL|COVUEN.

Ity EavOn 1 ekdnAwon @o&eviiOnke amd to Tuua APYLTEKTOVIKNG TOU
[Mavemomuiov Opdxng. O Ilpoéedpog Touv THNHATOG aPXLTEKTOVAS ANUNITENG
[ToAvxpovoTovAog cuvtovice TNV ekdnAwon. Ztn ouvlntnon tébnkav MTmpata

7
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ST PNOMG KAL ATTOKATACTAONG LOTOPIKWV KTIPLWV, EPWTNHATA YLK TV QUGTNPN 1)
UnN TLOTH THPMOT TNG TAPAS00T§ KUL TOU AELTOUPYLKOU XAPAKTI P LOTOPLKWV KTIPIWV
KAl TEAOG ylX TNV LEPOTNTA EVOG XWPOU KAl TMWG auTh amodidetal ota épya
avVAOoTHAWONG.

Ztnv Kopotnvn oe mpwtocoédido tns e@nuepidag «Ilapatnpnts s Opdxne»
avépepe 1 TCévn Katoapn-Bagelddn, @l6Aoyos kat eMPeANTPLa eKSOGEWY, 1] OTIolX
mapovoiace kat T Sdour] Tov BiAlov kal ocuvtovioe TV ekdAwon «[to LifAio]
KATaypapeL TNV 1otopia TV efpaikwv KowoTHTwyv mov avlioav oTIS avTioTOoLYES
TMOAELS, TTAPOVOLA{OVTAC KAl TNV EPEVVNTIKY TOU KATA TEPIMTwon mopeia [..] Tig
ONUELWOELS EPYATLAS TOV, EV TAPAAAAW UE TA CUVALOOTUATE TOV, EVTHOOOVTAS KAL TIS
aAQNYNoELS TwWV TANPOPOPNTWV TOV OTO TAQICLO TNG TMOALTIOUIKNG LOTOpPLAS, Kal,
OUYXPOVWSE, QATOTEIPATAL VA OKLAYPAPNOEL, OUVOETOVTAC UE TOUG TPOTOUG THG
Aoyoteyviag, uvbiotopnuatika [...] va {wvtavépel Thv auepikavida apyatoddyo Belle
Mazur, mov uerétnoe 1o YneLdbwto ¢ Zvvaywyns te Alywvag kat Snuocisvoe tn
UEAETN TNG Yia TIS apyaies Luvaywyés [...] To 1935, mapadidovtas puag to nuePoAdyLo
TG, NUEPOADYLO-KATAOKEVT) TOV OUYYPAPEQ, YIiX Eva VEapO kop(tal mov ‘dAdaée TV
lotopia olwmnid’».

O wtopkds BaociAng Pitladeéog avépepe OTL «ue apketn kaBvotépnon n
totopia Tov efpaikov eAAnvicuov apyilet va amacyolel TO0O0 TNV EMIOTNUOVIKY
KOLVOTNTA 000 KL TI§ TOTILKES KOLVWVIES», eV 1) LoTOPLKOG E@n KapamovAn avépepe
oTNV TOmoBETNOT NG OTL «[Ta puvnuela, OmMws Kat oL ovvaywyés] yla kabe moAn
EVPUTEPA, ATTOTEAOUV TOTTOOHUA TTOU GUVOETOVV THV IOLAITEPY PUOLOYVWULA THS Kal
NV Kavouv EExwplotn.»

Yto Awdvpdteyo o Afquapyxog Awduvpoteiyov Pwpdrog Xatlnyiavoyiov,
XALPETNOE TNV EKSNAWOT Kol QVEPEPE XAPAKTNPLOTIKA OTL «ot XptoTiavoi, ot
MovoovAuavot kat ot EBpaiot {ovoav apuovika otnv moAn uag [...] ekdnAwoeis 0mwes n
onuepwn BifAtonapovaoiacn tov HAia Meooiva kat 0mws n Huépa Movoeiwv, eumvéovv
TOV KOOUO YL EVOTNTA, KOIVWVLKY] GUVOXT KAL TTAPAYOUY VEEC LOEEC.»

Xta Imavviva oto [MoAtiotiko MoAvxwpo «A. Xatli» tov Afjpov lwavvitwy,
o SMuapxos Iwavvitwv Mwion EAlcde avépepe petald aAlwv: «To eéaipeto,
TPWTOTUTO Kal Uovadiko BifAlo Tov @iAdov kat oUUTTATPLAOTH Uag apyttéktova HAla
Meooiva «H Zuvaywyn» amoTelel KApTO Kal EMOTEYACUA ULAS OCUVEXOUS, AGLAKOTIN(G,
EMITOVNG EPEVVAC KAl AKOVPATTIG TPOOTIAOELAS YIA TN SLACWOTN TNG LOTOPLIKNG UVIIUNG
Tov EAAnvikov Efpaiouodt [..] Me avemavainmto kat yAa@upo Tpomo aélomolwvtag
TPOCWTIIKEG LOTOPLES KL UAPTUPLES TTEPLYPAPEL 0 aVYYpaPEéas aTo BifAlo Tov.»

O HAlag Meooilvag eivat apyltéktovag Ap Mnyoavikdég Kot TOAE0SOUOG
and@oltog tov KoAdeylov ABnvwv kat touv Ilavemotnuiov Yale twv HIIA, pe
Sibaktopikd kot MSc oto Ilepiparrov kat Avamtuvén amdé to EMIT kat
petadidaktopikd amd to Technion. To BiBAlo Tov «H Zuvaywyn» elvat to §€kato
BBAlo TOL oLUYYpAPER KAl TO TEUTITO TIAVW 0TO BEpa Twv cuvaywywv g EAAGSog.
Tuvepyaletat pe tov Ao Iepocorvuwyv mavw o€ BEpata aoTikoy oxedlaopov Kot
dnuootag StaffoVAsvong kat SISACKEL AELPOpPLKO oxeSLHoUO PLeTAEY AAAwV oto Holon
Institute of Technology kat oto [Mavemiouio [Matpwv.
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BAia tov ocvyypag@éa HAla Meooiva TTov KUKAO@OPOUV Y TI GUVAYWYEG
™G EAAGSog:

«H Zuvaywyn»
Exddoeis Ivpoyvouwv, Abrva, 2022
ISBN: 978-618-5590-21-5 / éxdoon 2022

«The Synagogues of Greece: A Study of Synagogues in Macedonia and Trace: With
Architectural Drawings of all Synagogues of Greece»

Foreword by Samuel D. Gruber

ISBN: 979-8-8069-0288-8 paperback / 2022 AgOtepn €kboon

Amté To Amazon

«H Zuvaywyn ™ ¢ Bépowag / The Synagogue of Veroia»
EAAnvo-ayyAkn ékdoon

Foreword by Samuel D. Gruber

ISBN: 979-884-6836-06-8 / 2022 Agvtepn €kdoon

A6 to Amazon

«OLZuvaywy£g TG Oecoadovikng kat TG Béporag»
Exdooeis T'afpmAidong, Abrva, 1997 / Ektdg kukAoopliag

Ipdo@ateg ouvevtevéelg tov HAla Meooiva:

0 A6yog Tov H. Meooiva ota eyKaivia TG avaKaviopévng ouvaywyns TpikdAwv: EAQ
Padio@wvo Kav, IopanA pe tov Kopm Mmapkai: EAQ

LIFO pe tov Niko Mmakouvvakn: EAQ

Padio Mapatnpntig g Opakng 94.0 pe ™ Natdoa Bageiddn: EAQ

Archisearch pe tov BaoiAn Mrapt{wka: EAQ

['la TEPLOCOTEPES TANPOPOPIES KL ETILKOVWVIQ:

greeksynagogues@gmail.com


https://m.facebook.com/story.php?story_fbid=pfbid035TXmM6eWZhQcwUsyQxtkog5qrj9VXi5T2w6G1uZU544xRqmWohoCSeYFCZbEqq6Ll&id=532957781&sfnsn=mo
https://www.kan.org.il/radio/item.aspx?pid=250294
https://www.lifo.gr/podcasts/vivlia-kai-suggrafeis/taxidi-stis-synagoges-tis-elladas?fbclid=IwAR0fC5yLfW9yWeAuaZVPi8Igg3-nNdySIQxUaKHiIU9eQBjXoLxpMqDQcNQ
https://soundcloud.com/radioparatiritis94fm/hlias-messinas14-04-2022
https://open.spotify.com/episode/6IFXmWPMsGiJ0EbcNtu7p0?si=IXLzoEX3Tp2v1oAMZgFjqg
mailto:greeksynagogues@gmail.com

